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RONALD McDONALD HOUSE 
Statement by Member for Nedlands 

DR K. STRATTON (Nedlands) [12.51 pm]: Ronald McDonald House in Nedlands is a home away from home 
for families whose children are receiving treatment at Perth Children’s Hospital. In October, I was taken on 
a comprehensive tour by the chief executive, Peter King, and the board chair, Andrew Sullivan. 
Having been a social worker at Princess Margaret Hospital for Children, I know the impact on a family of having 
a child in hospital—anxiety, worry and grief; navigating complex systems; trying to make sense of, and decisions 
about, diagnosis and treatment; and very practical concerns about accommodation, meals, education, care for siblings 
and transport. Ronald McDonald House not only takes care of these practical concerns, but also, with its social 
support, creation of community and home-like environment, provides a safe space for families to be supported in 
their grief and worries. On my visit, I was struck by the warmth of all the staff and volunteers, including the director 
of hugs and pats, Gus, by the warmth of the building itself, and by the way in which families and children are at 
the centre of all decision-making and planning. 
I congratulate Ronald McDonald House on the significant partnerships formed with the community, local businesses, 
Lotterywest, the state government and philanthropists to provide a holistic care service. My team and I are looking 
forward to being in the kitchen in January 2023 for Home for Dinner, when we will have the privilege of preparing 
and serving dinner for families. This is just another example of the way in which Ronald McDonald House has 
engaged the community to be involved and to better understand the impact of illness and hospital care on families. 
I thank it for its significant contribution to our community. 
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